
              Disability Access Advisory Committee 
  November 18, 2008 
  Room 101, Bangs Community Center 

Minutes of DAAC Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
Chair Seren Derin called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
Attendance 
DAAC members present were Seren Derin, Chair; Joe Tringali, Vice-chair; Irene Barrelet, Clerk; 
Joan Rising and Dana Goddard.  
 
Others present were Gerry Weiss, Select Board; Roy Rosenblatt, Human Services; 
Nathaniel Malloy, DAAC staff liaison; and members of the public Jane Gamache. 
 
Minutes 
Minutes from the October, 2008 meeting were reviewed and discussed.  No corrections 
were found.  Ms. Barrelet made a motion to accept the minutes; Ms. Derin seconded the 
motion, and the vote was unanimous to accept the October, 2008 minutes as submitted. 
 
Membership 
Irene is an official member of the DAAC as the Town Clerk swore her in and the Town Manager 
received written resignation from the previous DAAC member. 
 
Members of the DAAC agreed that they would like to have active participants on the committee, 
and suggested Mr. Malloy write a letter to Mr. Andrade asking if he is still interested in serving 
on the DAAC.  Mr. Andrade has missed numerous meetings and failed to notify the board with 
reasons for his absence.  
 
Agenda Items 
Ms. Derin explained that she and Mr. Tringali reviewed the draft agenda for the November, 2008 
meeting and found it to be too long with numerous ‘New Business’ items and other actions.  The 
Chair and Vice-chair amended the agenda to reflect a focused list of items that addressed 
prioritized areas and items that could be reasonably accomplished.  The action items were also 
changed as the Town Manager, Laurence Shaffer, has sent emails to Ms. Derin asking the DAAC 
to determine specific projects to focus on. 
 
Kendrick Park 
A discussion of Kendrick Park began with Mr. Malloy, the Planning Department liaison, 
describing that the Kendrick Park Committee is only in the preliminary stages of design and are 
concentrating their efforts on gathering public opinion, site assessment, and researching 
appropriate uses for the site.  DAAC members were then encouraged to express their concerns or 
design ideas: 

• Ms. Barrelet emphasized that if there are going to be paths and seating in the park, that it 
be accessible, with ½ moon-shaped tables (an arch shape) so that everyone sitting is 
visible to one another.  This makes it easier for the hearing impaired to sign at the table. 

• Ms. Rising referenced Tom McCarthy at UMass who works with contractors and 
designers to develop recreational facilities that are accessible and meet state regulations.  
She cited his work designing accessible skiing and rowing. 

• Dana brought to our attention that currently, there is no access by wheelchair into the 
interior of the park but only a perimeter sidewalk that extends just halfway around the 
park. 
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• Ms. Derin expressed concern about parking for Kendrick Park because currently there are 
no handicap parking spaces. Ms. Rising concurred, and said that if the HC parking is 
across East Pleasant Street, the heavy volume of traffic creates a very treacherous 
situation for all pedestrians. 

• Mr. Weiss suggested that McClellan Street could become the site of HC spaces as North 
Pleasant Street is relatively easy to cross with little traffic and it is much narrower than 
East Pleasant Street. 

• Ms. Derin suggested that North Pleasant Street could be widened (perhaps where there is 
existing on-street metered parking) to accommodate HC Parking.  She also suggested a 
parking lot within Kendrick Park that has HC spaces as this would eliminate any street 
crossing to enjoy the park. 

• The idea of a handicap-only parking lot within Kendrick Park was mentioned, but was 
quickly decided that universal access (for everyone) is important.  The legality of such a 
parking lot was also questioned. 

• A final comment from Ms. Derin and others was to examine the paving material used for 
Kendrick Park.  It was unanimous that the paving on the Bike Path, with its large pieces 
of glass, was inappropriate.  Mr. Tringali explained that he liked the gravel (macadam) 
path from State Street to the South Beach at Puffer’s Pond.  He explained that the 
material fit the site and most importantly, it was a non-slip surface and safe to use year-
round. 

• In addition to the paving material, Ms. Derin suggested that tree roots not buckle the 
sidewalks of Kendrick Park, as they have on so many streets in town, especially Kellogg 
Street near Rao’s Coffee. 

 
Amtrak Train Station 
The DAAC decided at its previous meeting to discuss accessibility at the Amherst Train Station 
on Railroad Street off Main Street.  Prior to the Call to Order, Mr. Rosenblatt explained to Ms. 
Derin that he believed the building and the parking lot were owned separately, and that the 
parking was owned by a trust.  Mr. Malloy explained that according to Amherst’s webGIS, the 
parking and remaining parcel (excluding the structure) was owned by New England Central 
Railroad.  There was some question as to what was not accessible—was it the building, the 
parking lot and/or the train platform?  Mr. Weiss said he would investigate and suggested that Mr. 
Malloy and members of the DAAC coordinate a site visit as well.   
 
Mr. Tringali explained that the building and site may be subject to Title II because although it is 
privately owned, it is a place with public accommodations and public uses, and should therefore 
be accessible.  He explained that the legal issue would involve local, state and federal regulations, 
and that even though the building is owned separately from the parking and platform, there 
should be a working relationship with Amtrak and the building owner.  However, Mr. Weiss 
explained that because there is no clear responsibility and ownership, each party may give use the 
run-around when trying to follow up with this issue. 
 
It was determined that Mr. Malloy would contact the ADA coordinator with Amtrak and research 
the ownership of the site.  Mr. Rosenblatt and members of the DAAC confirmed that the train 
itself is accessible, because of lifts and mechanisms, and wondered how much liability/ 
responsibility Amtrak or the Railroad would have to make the platform accessible. Mr. Tringali 
mentioned that he has a form letter which can be sent to the Railroad company explaining our 
grievances, but if we want to take serious action, the Department of Justice may need to be 
involved.   
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Parking—Boltwood Walk/ Spring Street 
Jim Brassord of Amherst College sent the Town Manager and members of the DAAC a letter 
dated October 21, 2008, which showed a revised plan for the Lord Jeffrey renovation.  Included 
in the conceptual plan was the addition of an on-street handicap parking space on Boltwood 
Avenue in front of the Inn.  The DAAC was concerned that the space would not meet the required 
dimensional standards and would not be van accessible.  The plan also showed a second HC 
space in the proposed parking lot off Spring Street.   
 
The DAAC expressed concern over the fact that only two HC spaces were provided in this lavish 
renovation, especially considering that Amherst College and the Inn have advertised that four 
rooms will be completely accessible after construction.  The Committee would like to know if the 
Inn has an agreement with the Town that the HC spaces in the Town Common Parking Lot fulfill 
parking requirements, and how parking for the Inn and Tavern are computed.  The Committee 
would also like to know if the Spring Street Parking lot owned by Amherst College and to be 
used as flexible parking for Inn visitors, has a requirement for HC spaces.  
 
ADA Training for Staff Liaison (and anyone interested) 
Ms. Derin explained that there is website that offers online ADA training and certification, and 
said she or Mr. Tringali would direct Mr. Malloy to the website.  It was determined that the staff 
liaison should become conversant in the design and legal considerations regarding accessibility.  
 
Jones Library Parking 
Mr. Tringali reiterated that the angle of the curb cut in the unloading area of the HC parking 
space did not provide enough room to navigate out of a van.  It was suggested that the Building 
Commissioner, Bonnie Weeks, be notified. 
 
The issue of HC parking on private lots was brought up concurrently with talk about the Jones 
Library Parking.  Mr. Tringali mentioned that Massachusetts does have an ordinance, which if 
passed by the local legislature, allows patrolling of HC spaces on private property after normal 
business hours.  This would help deter inappropriate people from parking in HC spaces because 
they could be ticketed and/or towed.  Ms. Derin asked if this ordinance has a requirement for 
number of HC spaces, or if it is just enforcement of existing spaces. 
 
Amherst High School Auditorium Seating 
Ms. Derin, after recently attending a performance at Amherst Regional High School, expressed 
concern that there is inadequate seating in the auditorium for people with disabilities.  She 
explained that the accessibility seating has no companion seating, and that at the performance she 
attended, Ms. Derin was told she could not sit in the handicap sitting area close to the stage 
because performers used that area during the show. 
 
The Committee asked Mr. Malloy to research if the renovations to the High School triggered the 
entire building becoming ADA compliant. 
 
Future Agenda Items 
Mr. Weiss, before leaving, described how the Lord Jeffrey Inn will close the sidewalk on 
Boltwood Avenue from Spring Street to College Street during its renovation project.  To 
accommodate pedestrians, Amherst College has proposed constructing a temporary sidewalk 
along the Town Common from the Common’s South Parking Lot (across from Spring Street) to 
College Street.  He also explained that this would involve a new crosswalk and curb cuts. The 
DAAC, he suggested, should review the plans for this temporary sidewalk to ensure it is 
accessible.  Ms. Derin asked if a sidewalk could be made in the road and not on the Common, 
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avoiding all the curb cuts and unnecessary construction.  Ms. Rising expressed concern that if the 
path were loose gravel, it would be unstable and could be blown away by mowers and washed 
away by rain.  The DAAC also determined that a wooden boardwalk type sidewalk may be too 
slippery when wet with poor traction, especially if the construction occurs during the winter and 
spring. 
 
Since there are no final plans to review, the DAAC will wait to submit comments and 
recommendations regarding the temporary sidewalk. 
 
Meeting times 
During the 2009 calendar year, the committee will continue to meet the third Tuesday of the 
month at 3:00 PM, in Room 101 of the Bangs Community Center. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
 

  Respectfully submitted, 
 Nathaniel Malloy, staff liaison 

 


